4FORM PTO-1390 
pJ(REV, 12-2001) 


^ INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO 
^ PCT/EPOO/07285 


U S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


TRANSMITTAL LETTER TO THE UNITED STATES 
DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 
CONCERNING A FILING UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 


INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE 
25 July 2000 


JCloiee'aPGT/PfO 22 JAM 

ATTORNEY 'S DOCKET NUMBER 

17.0191 


U.S. APPLICATION NO. (If knovra, see 37 CFR 1 .5 



31997 


PRIORITY DATE CLAIMED 
5 August 1999 


TITLE OF INVENTION ^ METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR ACQUIRING DATA IN A 


APPLICANT(S) FOR DO/EO/US ^„r^*^ t 

VEIGNAT, Eric A, s REZGUI> Fadhel; CHYZAK, Jean-Pierre 


Applicant herewith submits to the United States DesignatecJ/EIected Office (DO/EO/US) the following items and other information: 
1. 3 This is a FIRST submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 
2. n This is a SECOND or SUBSEQUENT submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 

3 S This is an express request to begin national examination procedures (35 U.S.C. 371(f)). The submission must include 
items (5), (6), (9) and (21) indicated below. 

4. □ The US has been elected by the expiration of 19 months from the priority date (Article 31). 

5. H A copy of the International Application as filed (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(2)) 

a. n is attached hereto (required only if not communicated by the International Bureau). 

b. 13 has been communicated by the International Bureau. (IB 308) 

c. □ is not required, as the application was filed in the United States Receiving Office (RO/US). 

6. □ An English language translation of the International Application as filed (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(2)). 

a. n is attached hereto. 

b. □ has been previously submitted under 35 U.S.C. 154(d)(4). 

7. □ Amendments to the claims of the International Aplication under PCT Article 19 (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(3)) 

a. □ are attached hereto (required only if not communicated by the International Bureau). 

b. 0 have been communicated by the International Bureau. 

c. □ have not been made; however, the time limit for making such amendments has NOT expired. 

d. n liave not been made and will not be made. 

8. □ An English language translation of the amendments to the claims under PCT Article 19 (35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(3)). 

9. H An oath or declaration of the inventor(s) (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(4)). 

1 0. □ An English lanugage translation of the annexes of the international Preliminary Examination Report under PCT 

Article 36 (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(5)). 

Items 11 to 20 below concern document(s) or information included: 

1 1 . CU ^ Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

12. H An assignment document for recording. A separate cover sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 3.28 and 3.31 is included, 

13. Q ^ FIRST preliminary amendment. 

14. □ A SECOND or SUBSEQUENT preHminary amendment. 

1 5 . Q A substitute specification. 

1 6. A change of power of attorney and/or address letter. 

17. n A computer-readable form of the sequence listing in accordance with PCT Rule 13ter.2 and 35 U.S.C. 1.821 - 1.825. 
18 Q A second copy of the published international application under 35 U.S.C. 154(d)(4). 

19. □ A second copy of the EngHsh language translation of the international application under 35 U.S.C. 154(d)(4). 

20.111 Other items or information: International Preliiflinary Examination Report 


page 1 of 2 


JC19 Bec'd PCT/PTO 22 .m 2002 


U.S.APPLI( 


INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 

PCT/EPOO/07285 


ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER 

17»0191 


2 1 .[3 The following fees are submitted: 
BASIC NATIONAL FEE (37 CFR 1.492 (a) (1) - (5)): 

Neither international preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) 
nor international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO 
and International Search Report not prepared by the EPO or JPO 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) not paid to 
USPTO but International Search Report prepared by the EPO or JPO . . 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1 .482) not paid to USPTO 

but international search fee (37 CFR 1. 445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO $740.00 


$1040.00 
..$890.00 


International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) paid to USPTO 
but all claims did not satisfy provisions of PCT Article 33(l)-(4) 


International prehminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) paid to USPTO 

and all claims satisfied provisions of PCT Article 33(l)-(4) 

ENTER APPROPRIATE BASIC FEE AMOUNT 


$710.00 
$100.00 


CALCULATIONS PTC USE ONLY 


890.00 


Surcharge of $130.00 for furnishmg the oath or declaration later than Q 20 30 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1 .492(e)). 


CLAIMS 


NUMBER FILED 


NUMBER EXTRA 


RATE 


Total claims 


16_ 


-20 = 


X $18.00 


Independent claims 


-3 = 


X $84.00 


MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM(S) (if applicable) 


+ $280.00 


TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS = 


890,00 


rn Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. The fees indicated above 
are reduced by 1/2, 


SUBTOTAL - 


Processing fee of $130.00 for furnishmg the English translation later than Q 20 [U 30 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1.492(f)). 


TOTAL NATIONAL FEE = 


$ 890,00 


Fee for recording the enclosed assignment (37 CFR 1.21(h)). The assignment must be 
accompanied by an appropriate cover sheet (37 CFR 3.28, 3.31). $40.00 per property + 


TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED = 


Amount to be 
refunded: 


charged; 


$ 930.00 


. to cover the above fees is enclosed. 


a. n A check in the amount of $ 

b. m Pleasechargemy Deposit Account No. _JL9r£6iO_ in the amount of $ 930^00 to cover the above fees. 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

c. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-0610 . a duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

d. □ Fees are to be charged to a credit card. WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card 

information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 


NOTE: Where an appropriate time Umit under 37 CFR 1.494 or 1.495 has not been met, a petition to revive (37 CFR 
1.137 (a) or (b)) must be filed and granted to restore the application to pending status. 


SIGNATURE ^ 


SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

Brigltte !• Jeffery, IP Counsel 
Schlumberger Technology Corporation 
P.O* Box 2175 Brigitte L. Jefferv 

Houston, TX 77252-2175 USA name 


38 , 925 


REGISTRATION NUMBER 

(281)285-7067 


FORM PTO-1390 (REV 12-2001) page 2 of 2 


10/031997 

JCIQRec'dPCT/PTO 22 JAN 1)02 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: 

Jean-Pierre Chyzak, et al. 

Serial No.: 

Filed: 

Title: A Method and Apparatus for 

Acquiring Data in a Hydrocarbon 
Well in Production 


Attorney Docket No. 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 


17.0191 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to examining the present application, the Applicant requests that the Examiner enter 
the following amendment: 

In The Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-15. 

Please add the following claims: 


17.0191 US 


14 


CLAIMS 


1 

5 


10 


I 3 
1=4 20 

4 

25 

5 


30 


A method of determining flow rates in a multiphase fluid flowing in a well, 
comprising: 

(i) measuring local speed of the flowing fluid in a region of the well; and 

(ii) measuring local proportions of the fluid flowing in a region of the well; 
wherein the region in which the local speed is measured and the region in which the 
local properties are measured lie in a vertical plane of the well; 

characterised in that the method comprises measuring both local speed and local 
proportions of the phases in at least two regions that lie in a vertical plane of the well 
which includes the longitudinal axis of the weU and are offset from each other parallel 
to the axis of the well. 

A method as claimed in claim 1, comprising measuring local speed and local 
proportions of phases at regions distributed across the entire width of the well. 

A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the well is inclined from vertical, the 
method comprising measuring local speed and local proportions of phases at a region 
lying at the bottom of the vertical plane of the well, and measuring local speed and 
local proportions of phases at other regions distributed across the entire width of the 
well in the vertical plane. 

A method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising measuring local speed and local 
proportions of phases at a region lying at the bottom of the vertical plane of the well 

A method as claimed in claim 1, in which a section element (Asi) of the well is 
assigned to each region, and the overall flow rate Q of each phase is determined from 
the relationship: 



1 


where S is the total vertical section of the well 


and q{ is the flow rate of each phase in section element Asi, 
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with q{ = vj.hi 

where vj is the local speed of each phase in section element Asi 
and hj is the local proportion of each phase in section element Asi. 

A method as claimed in claim 1, comprising measuring the local speed and local 
proportions of the phases at the same point in each region. 

A method as claimed in claim 1, comprising, in each region, measuring local speed 
and local proportions of phases in different locations that are aligned with each other 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the well. 

Apparatus for determining flow rates in a multiphase fluid flowing in a well, 
comprising: 

(i) a tool body to be positioned in the well; 

(ii) sensor means mounted on the tool body for measuring local speed of the 
flowing fluid in a region of the well; and 

(iii) sensor means mounted on the tool body for measuring local proportions of the 
fluid flowing in a region of the well; 

wherein the region in which the local speed is measured and the region in which the 
local properties are measured lie in a vertical plane of the well; 

characterised in that sensor means are provided for measuring both local speed and 
local proportions of the phases in at least two regions that lie in a vertical plane of the 
well which includes the longitudinal axis of the well and are offset from each other 
parallel to the axis of the well. 

Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein, in use, the sensor means for measuring 
local speed and local proportions of phases at regions distributed across the entire 
width of the well. 

Apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein when the well is inclined from vertical, 
sensor means are provided for measuring local speed and local proportions of phases 
at a region lying at the bottom of the vertical plane of the well and for measuring local 
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speed and local proportions of phases at other regions distributed across the entire 
width of the well in the vertical plane. 

11 Apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprising sensor means are provided for 
5 measuring local speed and local proportions of phases at a region lying at the top of 

the vertical plane of the well. 

12 Apparatus as claimed in claim 9, further comprising means for orienting the tool body 
such that the senor means lie across the entire width of the well in the vertical plane. 

13 Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein, in use, the tool body rests under the 
influence of gravity, against the bottom of the well, and including at least one 
deployable arm supported by the body at one end and capable of being applied against 
the top of the well, in which at least some of the sensor means for determining the 
local speed of the fluid and at least some of the sensor means for determining the local 
proportions of the phases are mounted on the deployable arm. 

14 Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein, in use, the tool body is centered about the 
axis of the well by centering means including at least two deployable arms mounted 
on the body and capable of being applied respectively against the bottom and top of 
the well, in which at least some of the sensor means for determining the local speed of 
the fluid and at least some of the sensor means for determining the local proportions 
of the phases are mounted on the deployable arms. 

25 15 Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the sensor means comprise multi-sensor 

assemblies, each including the means for determining the local speed of the fluid and 
the means for determining the local proportions of the phases. 

16 Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein, in use, the sensor means for determining 
30 the local speed of the fluid and the sensor means for determining the local proportions 

of the phases are mounted in distinct locations in each region that are substantially in 
alignment with each parallel to the axis of the well. 
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A METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR ACQUIRING DATA IN A^ 


HYDROCARBON WELL IN PRODUCTION 



DESCRIPTION 

5 Technical Field 

The invention relates to a data acquisition method 
and apparatus designed to be used in a hydrocarbon well 
in production. 

More precisely, the method and apparatus of the 
10 invention are designed to ensure that the production 
parameters in a hydrocarbon well are monitored, and to 
enable a diagnosis to be established in the event of an 
incident . 

15 State of the Art 

To ensure the monitoring and diagnostic functions in 
hydrocarbon wells in production, a certain amount of 
data, mainly physical data, has to be acquired- The data 
essentially relates to the multiphase fluid which flows 

20 in the well (flow rate, proportions of its various 
phases, temperature, pressure, etc.). It can also relate 
to certain characteristics of the well proper 
(ovalization, inclination, etc.). 

Data that is particularly important for the operator 

25 is the average flow rate and the proportion of each of 
the phases present in the multiphase fluid. 

To acquire said data, and as shown in particular by 
document FR-A-2 732 068, a conventional solution consists 
in taking, firstly, an overall measurement of the speed 

30 of the fluid flowing in the well, by means of a spinner 
placed in the axis of the well, and secondly, local 
measurements enabling the proportions of the various 
phases of the fluid in certain regions of the well to be 
determined- The speed measurement and the local 

35 measurements are taken at various levels. The local 
measurements are taken by means of local sensors which 
can be resistivity sensors, optical sensors, etc.. 
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Document FR-A-2 761 111 proposes an improvement to 
that type of apparatus, in which the overall measurement 
of the speed of the fluid and the determination of the 
proportions of the various phases are taken substantially 
5 at the same level. Such an apparatus is more compact 
than conventional apparatuses and avoids certain errors 
or inaccuracies due to offsets between the measurement 
points . 

To determine the flow rate of the various phases of 
10 the fluid flowing in the well, the flow rate of the fluid 
over the section of the well is calculated from the 
measurements taken by said existing apparatuses by 
multiplying the overall speed measured at the center of 
; - the well by the section of the well at the place where 

15 said measurement is taken. The proportion relating to 
the phase under consideration as determined by the local 
sensors is then applied to said overall flow rate. 

It is also known that the distribution of the 
O various phases of the fluid flowing in an oil well varies 

f''! 20 depending on whether the well is vertical, inclined, or 
fj horizontal. Because of the difference in density of the 

t1 various phases of the fluid, said phases become 

progressively more stratified with increasing inclination 
of the well. Thus, in the case of a three-phase fluid 
25 containing water, oil, and gas, the three phases tend to 
flow one on top of the other when the well is horizontal 
or greatly inclined. 

To take account of that phenomenon, and as shown in 
particular in documents GB-A-2 294 074 and 

30 GB-A-2 313 196, data acquisition apparatuses have been 
proposed that are provided with a certain number of local 
sensors that are distributed in a vertical mid-plane of 
the well when the tool is brought into its operating 
position in an inclined or horizontal well. 
35 The arrangement of the local sensors proposed in 

those documents enables the stratification of the various 
phases in inclined or horizontal wells to be taken into 
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account in order to determine their proportions in more 
reliable manner. However, the technique used to 

determine the flow rate of each of the phases remains the 
same and is based on determining the overall flow rate of 
5 the fluid in the well. 

Document GB-A-2 307 047 proposes a data acquisition 
apparatus intended for horizontal or greatly inclined 
wells in which there flows a liquid phase together with a 
large gas phase. That apparatus has various sensors 

10 situated in the gas phase and sensors situated in the 
liquid phase (s) . In addition, it measures the speeds of 
the gas and the liquid phases separately. It also takes 
a level measurement, by a capacitive system, so as to 
determine the proportions of the gas and liquid phases. 

15 That apparatus can only be used in wells that are 

horizontal or greatly inclined. In other words, it 
cannot be used in wells that are vertical or slightly 
inclined. In addition, the level measurement technique 
used does not determine the real proportions of the 

20 various phases of the fluid. An intermediate zone 
generally exists where the gas and the liquid are mixed, 
thereby causing the level measurement taken to be highly 
inaccurate. Furthermore, the frequent presence of two 
liquid phases, such as water and oil, is not taken into 

2 5 account . 

Suxmnary of the invention 

An object of the invention is to provide a data 
acquisition method and apparatus that enable the flow 

30 rate of the various phases of a fluid flowing in an oil 
well to be determined in more accurate and more reliable 
manner than with existing apparatuses, in particular when 
the well is inclined or horizontal. 

The invention is based on the observation whereby, 

35 in an inclined or horizontal well, the flow rate of any 
one phase of the fluid is not equal to the product of the 
overall (or average) speed of the fluid multiplied by the 
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section of the well and by the proportion of said phase 
in the flowing fluid, but is rather the product of the 
speed of the phase under consideration multiplied by the 
section and by the proportion of said phase. 
5 Thus, the invention provides a method of acquiring 

data in a hydrocarbon well, the method being 
characterized in that it consists in determining both the 
local speed of a multiphase fluid flowing in the well and 
the local proportions of the phases of said fluid in each 

10 of at least two distinct regions of the well that are 
offset from each other parallel to the axis of the well. 

The regions in which the measurements are taken are 
preferably all situated in the same plane containing the 
axis of the well, or in the vicinity of said plane. 

15 More precisely, said regions are preferably 

distributed across the entire width of the well. 

To ensure the effectiveness of the measurement in an 
inclined or horizontal well, the plane in which the 
measurement regions are situated is advantageously 

20 oriented in a substantially vertical direction. 

One of said regions is thus preferably situated in 
the vicinity of a top generator line of the well* 

A section element (Asi) of the well is 
advantageously assigned to each of said regions, and the 

25 overall flow rate Q of each of said phases is deteinnined 
from the relationship: 


Asi 


1 

where S is the total vertical section of the well 
30 and is the flow rate of said phase in section element 
Asi, 

with = Vj^.h^ 

where v^ is the local speed of said phase in section 
element Asi 
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and hi is the local proportion of said phase in section 
element Asi, 

The invention also provides apparatus for acquiring 
data in a hydrocarbon well, the apparatus being 
5 characterized in that it comprises, in each of at least 
two distinct regions of the well that are offset from 
each other parallel to the axis of the well, means for 
determining the local speed of a multiphase fluid flowing 
in the well and means for determining the local 

10 proportions of the phases of said fluid. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
apparatus comprises a body capable of resting, by 
gravity, against a bottom generator line of the well, and 
at least one deployable arm supported by the body at one 

15 end and capable of being applied against the top 

generator line of the well, in which at least some of the 
means for determining the local speed of the fluid and at 
least some of the means for determining the local 
proportions of the phases are supported by the deployable 

2 0 arm. 

In another preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the apparatus comprises a body capable of being centered 
about the axis of the well by centering means including 
at least two deployable arms supported by the body and 

25 capable of being applied respectively against the bottom 
generator line and against the top generator line of the 
well, in which at least some of the means for detemining 
the local speed of the fluid and at least some of the 
means for determining the local proportions of the phases 

30 are supported by the deployable arms. 

Depending on circumstances, the means for 
determining the local speed of the fluid and the means 
for determining the local proportions of the phases can 
either be included in the mult i -sensor assemblies or they 

35 can be separate therefrom. When separate, in each of the 
measurement regions, the means for detexmining the local 
speed of the fluid and the means for determining the 
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local proportions of the phases are substantially in 
alignment with each other on a line parallel to the axis 
of the well . 

5 Brief description of the drawings 

Various embodiments of the invention are described 
below as non- limiting examples, and with reference to the 
accompanying drawings , in which: 

Figure 1 is a view in longitudinal section showing 
10 in diagrammatic manner data acquisition apparatus 
constituting a first embodiment of the invention in a 
greatly inclined well; 
It; Figure 2 is a view in diagrammatic section on line 

r- II -II of Figure 1; 

to 15 Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 

'^ another embodiment of the invention; and 

=5:3 Figure 4 is a section view similar to Figure 1 

" showing a variant of the first embodiment. 

20 Detailed description of preferred embodiments of the 
invention 

^3 Figure 1 shows, very diagrammatically, a portion of 

data acquisition apparatus 10 placed in a hydrocarbon 
well 12 in production. More precisely, the portion of 

25 the well 12 in which the apparatus 10 is situated is 
inclined so that the multiphase petroleum fluid which 
flows therein is stratified at least in part. The data 
acquisition apparatus 10 of the invention is linked to a 
surface installation (not shown) via a cable or a 

30 flexible rod. The data acquired in the apparatus 10 is 
transmitted in real time to the surface installation, by 
telemetry, through the cable or the flexible rod. 

In modules not shown and which are not part of the 
invention, the data acquisition apparatus 10 includes a 

35 certain number of sensors / such as pressure or 
temperature sensors. It also comprises a telemetry 
system. 
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In the portion shown in Figure 1, the data 
acquisition apparatus 10 comprises a cylindrical body 14 
having a diameter that is substantially smaller than the 
inside diameter of the well 12 . The body 14 supports a 
5 deployable mechanism 16 that is capable of being deployed 
in a plane containing the longitudinal axis of said body. 

In the embodiment shown in Figure 1, the mechanism 
16 comprises an arm 18 having a downward end hinged on 
the body 14, and an arm 20 intexposed between the other 
10 end of the arm 18 and a portion of the body 14 closer to 
the surface. This end of the airm 20 is capable of being 
displaced inside the body 14, parallel to its 
longitudinal axis, by a motor 22. Actuation of the motor 
22 enables the mechanism 16 to be displaced between an 
15 active position of the apparatus in which said mechanism 
is deployed in the manner shown in Figure 1, and an 
inactive position in which the mechanism 16 is retracted 
inside the body 14. 
D In a variant embodiment (not shown) , the mechanism 

l \ 2 0 16 can be constituted by a spring mechanism that is 
J automatically deployed when the apparatus is inserted in 

-J the well. The motor 22 can thus be omitted. 

In the embodiment of Figure 1, when the apparatus 10 
is inserted in an inclined or horizontal well, the body 
25 14 automatically remains in the bottom portion of the 

well, i,e- against the bottom generator line of the well. 
When the mechanism 16 is deployed, the mechanism then 
automatically occupies the entire diameter of the well . 
Consequently, the airms 18 and 2 0 forming the mechanism 16 
30 are automatically positioned above the body 14 in a 

vertical plane containing the longitudinal axis of the 
well 12. 

In a variant, it is possible to fit the body 14 of 
the apparatus with a magnetic device. The device co- 
35 operates with the metal tubing which lines the inside of 
the well 12 so as to guarantee that the body 14 is 
properly oriented in the above-mentioned vertical plane. 


illllir " . . „. 


wo 01/11190 


8 


PCT/EPOO/07285 


In each of at least two distinct regions of the well 
12, the data acquisition apparatus 10 comprises means for 
determining the local speed of the multiphase fluid 
flowing in the well, and means for determining the local 
5 proportions of the phases of said fluid. The various 
regions in which the measurements are taken are not in 
alignment with one another parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of the well. 

More precisely, in the embodiment shown in Figures 1 

10 and 2, the apparatus 10 is fitted with five multi-sensor 
assemblies 24, each including means for determining the 
local speed of the fluid, and means for determining the 
local proportions of the phases of said fluid. One of 
said multi-sensor assemblies 24 is mounted in the body 14 

15 of the apparatus 10 and the other four multi -sensor 

assemblies 24 are mounted on the arm 18 of the mechanism 
16 so as to be distributed evenly across the entire width 
of the well 12 in the vertical plane containing the 
longitudinal axis of said well, 

20 One of multi -sensor assemblies 24 mounted on the arm 

18 is placed on its end hinged to the arm 20. 
Consequently, said multi -sensor assembly 24 is situated 
in the immediate vicinity of the top generator line of 
the well when the mechanism 16 is deployed. 

25 Figure 2 is a diagram showing the geometrical 

distribution of the multi-sensor assemblies 24 over the 
entire width of the well 12 in the vertical plane 
containing the longitudinal axis of the well. 

In practice, each of the means for determining the 

30 local speed of the fluid, contained in the multi-sensor 
assemblies 24, is constituted by a small spinner (not 
shown) . The multi -sensor assemblies 24 are mounted on 
the arm 18 of the mechanism 16 so that the axes of the 
spinners are oriented substantially parallel to the 

35 longitudinal axis of the well 12 when the mechanism 16 is 
deployed. This can easily be obtained by mounting the 
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assemblies 24 on the arm 18 via deformable parallelogram 
linkages or the equivalent. 

In addition, each of the means for determining the 
local proportions of the phases of the fluid and fitted 
5 to each multi -sensor assembly 24, can be constituted by 
any known means capable of performing this function. 
Such known means include, in particular, resistivity 
sensors as described in document EP-A-0 733 780, optical 
sensors as described in document FR-A-2 749 080, or 
10 multiple sensors including two or three optical sensors, 
or one optical sensor and a resistivity sensor, for 
exanple . 

In the embodiment in Figures 1 and 2, each of the 
means for determining the local proportions of the phases 

15 can, in particular, be placed in the center of the small 
spinner serving to measure the local speed of the fluid. 

Using the arrangement described above, there are 
made available both a measurement of the local speed of 
the fluid and data representative of the local 

20 proportions of the phases in each of the local regions 
occupied by the multi-sensor assemblies 24. In each of 
the regions in which the multi-sensor assemblies 24 are 
situated, the flow rate value of each of the phases 
entering into the composition of the petroleum fluid 

25 circulating in said region of the well can therefore be 
calculated accurately. The total flow rate is then 
determined for each of the phases by adding together, for 
the all of the regions, the values of the previously 
calculated flow rates. 

30 A measurement is thus obtained of said flow rates 

that is substantially more accurate than the measurement 
obtained with prior art apparatus, regardless of whether 
the well is vertical or whether it is inclined or 
horizontal . 

35 The method of detemnining the overall flow rate is 

based on experimental observation whereby, in an inclined 
or horizontal well, the various phases are stratified 
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along substantially horizontal separation lines in a 
vertical section of the well. Thus, the total section of 
the well can be divided into a plurality of section 
elements As having horizontal sides. A multi-sensor 
5 assembly 24 is associated to each of said section 

elements As. On this basis, the overall or total flow 
rate of any given phase is equal to the sum of the flow 
rates of said phase calculated over all the section 
elements As. In other words, in the case where three 
10 multi- sensor assemblies 24 are used associated with three 
respective section elements Asl, As2, and As3, the 
overall flow rate Q is given by the relationship: 

Asl As2 As3 
Q = q 

15 where S represents the total vertical section of the well 
and q^^, qj, and q3 represent the flow rates of the phase 
under consideration in each of the respective section 
elements Asl, As2, and As3 , each of said flow rates being 
equal to the product of the local speed v^, and V3 of 

20 the phase under consideration multiplied by the local 
proportion h^, hj, and hj of said phase. 

Figure 3 is a diagram showing another embodiment of 
the apparatus 10 of the invention. 

In this case, the body 14 of the data acquisition 

2 5 apparatus 10 is centered about the longitudinal axis of 

the well 12 via at least two arms 18* and 20* situated in 
locations that are diametrically opposite about the 
longitudinal axis of the body 14. As mentioned above/ 
the arms 18' and 20' can be arms that are hinged, 

30 deployed, or folded by means of a motor mounted in the 

body 14, or they can be arms forming springs as shown in 
Figure 3 . 

In this second embodiment, the arms 18' and 20* are 
mounted on the body 14 of the apparatus 10, for example 
35 by means of a mechanism enabling said arms to be oriented 
automatically so as to be situated in the vertical plane 
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containing the longitudinal axis of the well 12 when the 
well is inclined or horizontal. Such a mechanism (not 
shown) can, in particular, comprise a rheostat with a 
plumb weight delivering a signal representative of the 
vertical direction- A motor sensitive to said signal 
thus imparts the desired orientation to the arms 18' and 
20 ' . 

In the embodiment in Figure 3, multi-sensor 
assemblies 24 are mounted in the body 14 and on each of 
the arms 18' and 20' so as to take measurements in 
distinct regions of the well, that are evenly distributed 
over the entire width of the well in a single, 
vertically-oriented plane containing the longitudinal 
axis of the well . 

In the particular case of Figure 3, a multi-sensor 
assembly 24 is mounted in the body 14 of the apparatus 10 
and two multi- sensor assemblies 24 are mounted on each of 
the arms 18' and 20'. More precisely, each of the arms 
18' and 20' supports a multi-sensor assembly 24 in the 
immediate vicinity of the walls of the well 12, i.e. of 
the top and bottom generator lines of the well. Each of 
the arms 18' and 20' also supports a multi-sensor 
assembly 24 in a location such that it is positioned 
radially, substantially mid-way between the body 14 of 
the apparatus and the bottom and top generator lines of 
the well . 

In a variant, the multi-sensor assembly 24 mounted 
in the body 14 of the apparatus 10 can be omitted and 
replaced by two multi-sensor assemblies 24 symmetrically 
mounted in the immediate vicinity of the body 14 on each 
of the arms 18' and 20'. 

Figure 4 is a diagram showing a variant of the first 
embodiment of the invention. 

This variant differs from the embodiment previously 
described with reference to Figures 1 and 2 essentially 
in that the means for determining the local speed of the 
fluid and the means for determining the local proportions 
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of the phases are situated in various locations, instead 
of being included in the multi-sensor assemblies. 

More precisely, the mini -spinners 26 forming the 
means for determining the local speed of the fluid are 
5 mounted on the body 14 and on the arm 18, while the local 
sensors 28 forming the means for determining the local 
proportions of the phases of said fluid are mounted on 
the body 14 and on the arm 20. In this case, a mini- 
spinner 2 6 and a local sensor 28 are moianted on the body 

10 14 of the apparatus 10 while three mini -spinners 26 and 
three local sensors 28 are mounted on the arms 18 and 20 
of the mechanism 16. 

As mentioned above, the mini -spinners 26 and the 
local sensors 28 are grouped together in pairs so that 

15 each assembly formed by a mini -spinner 26 and by a local 
sensor 28 takes measurements in locations that are in 
alignment with each other _ parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of the well 12, i.e. in the same measurement region 
for the fluid which flows in the well. In addition, as 

2 0 mentioned above, the measurements taken by the various 
assemblies formed by a mini -spinner 26 and a local sensor 
28 are taken in distinct regions, i.e. not in alignment 
with each other parallel to the axis of the well 12. 
As in the previously-described embodiments, the 

25 regions in which the measurements are taken are evenly 
distributed over the entire width of the well and 
situated approximately in the same plane containing the 
axis of the well and oriented in a direction that is 
substantially vertical whenever the well is inclined or 

30 horizontal . 

The variant embodiment of Figure 4 presents the same 
advantages as the two embodiments described with 
reference to Figures 1 to 3 . In addition, it enables the 
apparatus to be simplified by mounting the mini -spinners 

35 and the local sensors in locations that are physically 
different from the apparatus. 
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Naturally, the invention is not limited to the 
embodiments described above by way of example. Thus, it 
is understood, in particular, that mounting the means for 
determining the local speed of the fluid and the means 
for determining the local proportions of the phases in 
distinct locations, as described with reference to 
Figure 4, can also apply to the second embodiment as 
described with reference to Figure 3. 
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CLAIMS 


1/ A method of acquiring data in a hydrocarbon well (12) , 
the method being characterized in that it consists in 
determining both the local speed of a multiphase fluid 
flowing in the well and the local proportions of the 
phases of said fluid in each of at least two distinct 
regions of the well that are offset from each other 
parallel to the axis of the well- 

2/ A method according to claim 1, in which said regions 
are all situated in the same plane containing the axis of 
the well, or in the vicinity of said plane. 

3/ A method according to claim 2, in which said regions 
are distributed across the entire width of the well (12) . 

4/ A method according to claim 2 or 3, in which said 
plane is oriented in a substantially vertical direction 
when the well (12) is inclined or horizontal, 

5/ A method according to claims 3 and 4 combined, in 
which one of said regions is situated in the vicinity of 
a top generator line of the well (12) . 

6/ A method according to any preceding claim, in which a 
section element (Asi) of the well is assigned to each of 
said regions, and the overall flow rate Q of each of said 
phases is determined from the relationship: 


where S is the total vertical section of the well 

and is the flow rate of said phase in section element 

Asi, 

with = v^.hi 



Asi 
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where is the local speed of said phase in section 
element Asi 

and hi is the local proportion of said phase in section 
element Asi. 

7/ Apparatus (10) for acquiring data in a hydrocarbon 
well (12) , the apparatus being characterized in that it 
comprises, in each of at least two distinct regions of 
the well that are offset from each other parallel to the 
axis of the well, means (26) for determining the local 
speed of a multiphase fluid flowing in the well and means 
(28) for determining the local proportions of the phases 
of said fluid. 

8/ An apparatus according to claim 7, in which said 
regions are all situated in the same plane containing the 
axis of the well (12) . 

9/ An apparatus according to claim 8, in which said 
regions are distributed across the entire width of the 
well (12) . 

10/ An apparatus according to claim 8 or 9, in which 
means are provided to orient said plane in a 
substantially vertical direction when the well (12) is 
inclined or horizontal. 

11/ An apparatus according to claims 8 and 9 combined, in 
which one of said regions is situated in the vicinity of 
a top generator line of the well (12) . 

12/ An apparatus according to claim 10 or 11, comprising 
a body (14) capable of resting, by gravity, against a 
bottom generator line of the well (12) , and at least one 
deployable arm (18, 20) supported by the body (14) at one 
end and capable of being applied against the top 
generator line of the well, in which at least some of the 
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means (26) for determining the local speed of the fluid 
and at least some of the means (28) for determining the 
local proportions of the phases are supported by the 
deployable airm (18, 2 0) . 

5 

13/ An apparatus according to claim 10 or 11, comprising 
a body (14) capable of being centered about the axis of 
the well by centering means including at least two 
deployable arms (18', 20') supported by the body (14) and 

10 capable of being applied respectively against the bottom 
generator line and against the top generator line of the 
well, in which at least some of the means (26) for 
determining the local speed of the fluid and at least 
some of the means (28) for determining the local 

15 proportions of the phases are supported by the deployable 
arms (18' , 20') . 

14/ An apparatus according to any one of claims 7 to 13, 
in which multi-sensor assemblies (24) are provided, each 
20 including the means (26) for determining the local speed 
of the fluid and the means (28) for determining the local 
proportions of the phases . 

15/ An apparatus according to any one of claims 7 to 13, 
25 in which, in each of said regions, the means (26) for 
determining the local speed of the fluid and the means 
(28) for determining the local proportions of the phases 
are mounted in distinct locations that are substantially 
in alignment with each other on a line parallel to the 
30 axis of the well. 
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